GEORGIA

Rural Development Roundtable Highlights

Top Priorities:

· Education/Workforce Development: there are no jobs in rural areas, and workers must commute or even move to find gainful, high-wage employment.

· Leadership/Citizen Participation/Governance: rural areas need the governance structures in place for leadership to take the necessary steps to develop rural areas through active citizen participation. 

· Economic Development: even if the two priorities above can be accomplished, concerted efforts at economic development must be undertaken in order to attract business and industry to rural areas.

Specific Needs Under Each Priority: 

	Education/Workforce Development
	Leadership/Civic Participation/Governance
	Economic Development

	Strategies:

·  K-12 career awareness

·  Dual enrollment

·  Work through Family    Connection Partnership to increase awareness

·  Create technical high schools

·  Incentivize internship programs


	Strategies:

· Leadership training

· GRDC to better promote rural areas

· Broad educating and promoting of social infrastructure

· Better education of leaders 


	Strategies:

· Create regional leadership alliances for bio-tech development and tourism

· Educate leadership

· Be more entrepreneurial 

· Add value to existing industry

· Do appropriate infrastructure planning

	RD Research Needs:

· Technology training to locals who are interested

· How to stimulate public schools to provide better career help

· Economic impact of local leadership programs

· Percent of children who drop out of high school whose parents also dropped out.

· First year income of 4 year degrees vs. tech schools

· Benchmark successful “best practices” for dual enrollment of high schools and technical schools and/or colleges; promote replication of this approach to reduce high school drop out rate and increase providing a trained workforce

· How to foster greater parental support for education

· Programs to foster workforce

· How to inspire leadership in K-12 graders
· Identifying greater opportunities for early childhood development

	RD Research Needs:

· Poverty and Social Inequality

· Economic impact of local leadership programs

· How to inspire leadership in K-12 graders

· New teaching for racial diversity


	RD Research Needs:

· New/value added product development for the abundant resources for the state of Georgia

· Natural Resource Uses

· How to promote entrepreneur development/ small business development

· Proper use of tourism in rural areas

· What is needed of downtown businesses

· Bio fuel development in rural areas

· Research ways to bring telecom to rural areas

· How to target the right industry for rural communities

· Identify local and/or regional assets and liabilities as they relate for economic development strategies; use this index to prepare strategies that can be used in developing successful local and regional economies

· Business growth opportunities that make best use of resources



	RD Extension Needs:

· Career broadening/career days in schools

· Scholarships and work/study programs

· Program that better connects the universities to the tech schools

· Program that exposes elementary/middle school kids to various occupations

· Mentoring programs for elementary, middle, and high school kids- exposure to higher education opportunities, visits to college campuses, assistance with paperwork, etc.

· Training on how to best utilize technology infrastructure/Technology training

· Educate migrant labor


	RD Extension Needs:

· Leadership development

· Youth leadership program

· Skills at local level for how to plan for future in all sectors

· Leadership development programs that reconnect people who move back to the community

· More education for elected and appointed officials on benefits of partnerships access to geographical and political boundaries


	RD Extension Needs:

· Business development

· Agriculture development

· Tourism development

· Industrial development program

· Increased awareness of global economy as it relates to your local economy- mark if relevant and real

· Exposure to technology and vitalization of technology as a strategic advantage

· Entrepreneurial training

· Market planning for small businesses (market research)

· Training for early childhood development care givers




