MISSISSIPPI

Rural Development Roundtable Highlights

Top Priorities:

· Education/Workforce Development: there is a lack of legislative focus and commitment to rural areas and issues.

· Leadership/Citizen Participation/Governance: city/county elected official leadership development as well as leadership development strategies for the general citizenry. 

· Economic Development: access to capital for business and infrastructure funding; programs to increase the level of entrepreneurism.

Specific Needs Under Each Priority: 

	Education/Workforce Development
	Leadership/Civic Participation/Governance
	Economic Development

	Strategies

· Leadership training

· Workforce development skills programming 

· Workplace ethics programming

· Population health


	Strategies:

· Leadership development

· Increase rural citizens’ morale

· Increase capacity of local elected officials to deal with rural issues/problems


	Strategies:

· Economic Gardening

· Individual community assess-ments that examine how individual communities are doing

	RD Research Needs:


	RD Research Needs:

· Development of a needs assessment for rural development research issues


	RD Research Needs:

· State of Rural Entrepreneur-ship in Mississippi report

· Study to determine capital access issues and sources



	RD Extension Needs:

· Programs to develop workplace skills and ethics

· Population health programs for teen pregnancy, meth addiction, etc.

· Programs to address life skills development

	RD Extension Needs:

· Leadership development programs targeted to local elected officials and the general citizenry
· Programs that encourage involvement of citizens in civic processes
	RD Extension Needs:

· Economic Gardening type programs
· Personal financial literacy programs
· Individual community assess-ments that include qualitative and quantitative data


