North Carolina

Rural Development Roundtable Highlights

Top Priorities:

· Education/Workforce Development: Educational opportunities and the value of education in rural areas is not emphasized.  Resources are lacking to support education.

· Leadership and Citizen Participation: Rural areas are challenged with limited leadership and citizen investment in governmental processes. 

· Natural and Environmental Resource Management:  Lack of land-use and community planning in rural areas is creating stress on the natural amenities valued by North Carolinians
· Economic Development and Poverty Decrease: Economic development policies and infrastructure limitations have hampered longterm economic development in rural areas.

Specific Needs Under Each Priority: 
	Education/Workforce Development
	Leadership and Civic Participation


	Natural and Environmental Resource Management
	Economic Development and Poverty Decrease

	Strategies:

·  Increase value and perception of education

·  Connect industry and school systems

·  Non-traditional secondary education

·  Healthcare system improvement

·  Workforce preparedness programs


	Strategies:

· Leadership training at  the local level

· Leadership to support citizen groups

· Encourage county partnership to address leadership vacuums


	Strategies:

· Land-use planning programs

· State support for grant development at the local level


	Strategies:

· Grow entrepreneurs
· Further develop infrastructure to support economic opportunities
· Alternative financial systems to link place-based economic development
· Education on cost and impact of poverty

	RD Research Needs:

· Evaluation research to understand effectiveness of strategies
· Data on jobs lost/ gained due to agriculture loss and development


	RD Research Needs:

· Evaluation research to understand effectiveness of strategies
· Public policy program research on best practices and models in Rural Development

· Where leadership programs are needed “gaps”?

· What types of leadership development programs actually work?
· Research on Rural-urban resource and policy disparity


	RD Research Needs:

· Economic benefits of natural resources 

· Evaluation research to understand effectiveness of strategies
· Sustainable development
· Research on energy conversation technologies with industry what is most doable and cost effective?
	RD Research Needs:

· Research on financial infrastructure for enterprises that do not fit the industrial model,
· Evaluation research to understand effectiveness of strategies
· Links between poverty – economic development – environment

· Assets that return migrants bring to rural communities
· Economic forecasting – Regional/ State
· Free or web-based economic impact and job creation analysis for non-profits or rural counties

· Assist with establishing in every NC County:

· Cost of community services study
· Agriculture protection plan

	RD Extension Needs:

· Coursework that trains students in the art and science of community change work

· Ways to target K-12 in extension education and outreach
· Look at Education Renewal Zone (ERZ) model for rural K-12 school reform

	RD Extension Needs:

· Citizen Civic responsibility curriculum
· Developing leadership training for elected officials
· Develop curriculum for county-based, sustainable asset development
· On-site training in community organization/organizing/civic participation

	RD Extension Needs:

· Develop a “Rural Development” certificate program with Econ. Dev. Leadership NER Mgmt

· Individual well sampling/protection
· Planning for value-added businesses based on natural resources
	RD Extension Needs:

· Provide financial literacy training to rural communities
· Training on rural entrepreneurship i.e. coaches – for small business development
· Develop NC State and A&T teams to assist rural counties in looking at comprehensive, asset-based rural development


