OKLAHOMA

Rural Development Roundtable Highlights

Top Priorities:

· Human Capital Development: rural areas must invest in education at all levels including K-12, adult learning, local leadership, and capacity building in order to be competitive in today’s global economy.

· Infrastructure: traditional facilities and services are necessary and include water, sewer, solid waste, and health care.  Digital infrastructure will also be necessary for successful development efforts.

· Economic Development: jobs and adequate incomes are lacking in rural areas.  Alternative economic activities need to be identified and nurtured.  Existing economic activity should be retained and expanded.

Specific Needs Under Each Priority:

	Human Capital Development
	Infrastructure
	Economic Development

	Strategies:

· Youth leadership programs

·  Reaching young people early

·  PRIDE Program (customer service and more)

·  Public school curriculum

·  Local mentoring
	Strategies:

· Educate public on needs

· Engage planning process 

· Incentives

· Think regionally

· Training for grant writing

· Financing

· Economic development needed
	Strategies:

· Entrepreneur programs 

· Strategic planning 

· Regional partnerships

· Database of resources

· Educate the public

· Involve youth

· Local investment funds

	RD Research Needs:

· Leadership-visionary-people-role of leadership

· Longitudinal study of youth programs

· Impacts of community development programs
	RD Research Needs:

· Needs assessment

· Asset mapping

· Water issues

· Affordable housing

· Regional planning opportunities

· Digital access
	RD Research Needs:

· Specific strategies like ethanol plants

· Business plans for rural areas

· Impact of Walmart

· Value added opportunities

· Agritourism opportunities

· Identify potential targeted industries

	RD Extension Needs:

· Nontraditional schooling

· Youth education

· Worker training/retraining

· PRIDE training

· Leadership training
	RD Extension Needs:

· Education on how to plan

· Grant writing

· Financial management education

· Connecting communities (digital)
	RD Extension Needs:

· Find new value added ventures

· Entrepreneur training

· Strategic planning

· Building entrepreneurial communities


