SOUTH CAROLINA

Rural Development Roundtable Highlights

Top Priorities:

· Disparity Recognition/Awareness:  provide communities with evidence of educational system funding inconsistencies and the resulting low academic achievement that spans multiple generations
· Leadership / Support Development:  seek out support for public schools to realize significant educational achievement results  
· Education-Friendly Community Certification:  develop and promote a program designed to identify communities as “Education-Friendly” in order to encourage statewide participation in the re-structuring of educationally deficient communities
Specific Needs Under Each Priority: 

	Disparity Recognition / Awareness
	Leadership / Support Development
	Education-Friendly Community Certification

	Strategies

· Educational Community awareness 
· Civic Organizations Community awareness 
· Business Organizations Community awareness 

· PTA awareness  
· Student Organizations Awareness
	Strategies:

· Community Educational Leadership Training
· Promoting, providing incentives for, and rewarding parental involvement

· Involving Adult Education with process
· Involving Universities and technical Colleges with process

· Involving Faith Communities with Process
· Collaborate with and provide incentives to local industry for the educational advancement of workforce
	Strategies:

· Develop the Education-Friendly Benchmarks and eligibility for recognition
· Develop the criteria for locally formed Education-Friendly Steering Committees (composition, demographic representation, etc)
· Provide training and assistance for the local Steering              Committees through existing programs of the partners                  making up the Education-Friendly Collaborative


	RD Research Needs:

· State of  South Carolina School Report
· Study to measure, civil, business,  PTA and Student awareness of educational problems
	RD Research Needs:

· Survey community to identify needs and what is important
· Use software to assess and build student educational level to meet or exceed grade level 

· Partner with colleges statewide to provide full scholarships to students in Education-Friendly Communities
· Research educational level of adults in communities in the 18 & up age group to identify programming needs

· Research local business processes to identify programming needs

· Survey parental population to find out what incentives / rewards would encourage parental community involvement

	RD Research Needs:

· Research impact of current community-oriented organizations to identify remaining educational needs

· Research ways to promote Education-Friendly Communities as an important determining factor in the homebuyers’ process
· Research ways to promote Education-Friendly Communities as important in the new industry location determination process



	RD Extension Needs:

· Facilitate ongoing, community-wide campaign to promote awareness through poster, television and direct mail advertisements
·  Have yearly update statewide conferences to assess the progress of Education-Friendly Certified communities and to accept new communities for certification consideration
	RD Extension Needs:

· Use software assessment results to provide software and programs to build student educational level to meet or exceed grade level 

· Provide programming according to educational needs identification for adults in the 18 & up age group

	RD Extension Needs:

· Provide programming for remaining and arising educational needs of the community

· Provide educationally enriching trips in-state / out-of-state to broaden students’ / parents’ horizons



