WEST VIRGINIA

Rural Development Roundtable Highlights

Top Priorities:

· Education/Workforce Development: as a result of the decline in the higher paying extraction industry jobs, lower skilled workers have been forced to take lower paying service industry positions, must commute long-distances or  relocate to find high-wage employment.  With only 25% of our workforce with college degrees, we must improve the educational attainment of our citizenry, develop relevant training programs for new industries and improve the educational opportunities for our youth, small business owners and others trying to stay competitive. 

· Information and Communication Technologies:  much of the rural areas of the state presently have little access to broadband technology which is critically needed for economic, workforce, educational and community development initiatives. 

· Economic Development: much of the emphasis for the economic development re-building continues to disregard the importance of small businesses (development or expansion) and continues to focus on recruitment of industrial opportunities; efforts must be undertaken to provide the appropriate infrastructure to create new small businesses and help existing businesses grow, particularly in our more rural areas.  

Specific Needs Under Each Priority: 

	Education/Workforce Development
	Information/Communication Technologies
	Economic Development

	Strategies:

·  Create new training programs with DHHR and WIA that emphasizes small business development and emerging industries

·  Create linkages for technology delivery of innovative workforce development programs


	Strategies:

· Utilize USDA grants/loans to support broadband delivery for “last mile” coverage

· Model Connect Kentucky and 

· facilitate partnerships among providers to extend delivery
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	Strategies:

· Work with Vision Shared statewide group and others to strengthen entrepreneurial and small business development focus

· Creation of micro-loan funds

· Development of state-wide     small business development assistance program 



	RD Research Needs:

· Upcoming trends analysis for emerging industries and training needs for workforce for these industries

· Increase the entrepreneurship education in earlier grades

· Strategies for improving the graduation rate among Appalachia

· Model programs that provide enhanced graduate education opportunities and workforce training programs


	RD Research Needs:

· Successful models for rural delivery when limited market and difficult access make service delivery unattractive

·  Analysis of broadband access on economics of rural communities

· Effective strategies for improvement of percentage of citizenry and  businesses utilizing technology creating demand for providers 


	RD Research Needs:

· New/value added product development Natural Resource Uses

· Model entrepreneur development/ small business development practices

· Certification / model tourism development strategies

· Growing non-traditional industries

· Regional branding and marketing strategies

· Developing new markets for rural areas

· Developing funding and access to capital for  small businesses

· Revitalization strategies for dead communities

·  Community Leadership for strategic planning the right industry for rural communities



	RD Extension Needs:

· Model programs with voc-tech and extension

· Development of extension programs for increased delivery of web-based and other distance-ed training programs

· Pilot / cooperative projects on emerging industries

· Data on trends and future projections of workforce changes

· Clearinghouse access to useable training resources
	RD Extension Needs:

· Development of a training program for small businesses on usage of technology for business mgmt purposes as well as expansion of markets

· Development of training program for non-technology users (elderly particularly) to expand the available market for service providers

· Development of partners for delivery of distance-ed training programs

· Partnerships with Community and Technical Colleges, libraries and others on development of training access points
	RD Extension Needs:

· Small Business development training program

· Alternative agriculture development program

· Sustainable Tourism development program in conjunction with University

· Industry of Culture strategic plan and training program 

· Regional branding resources

· Technology utilization training




