
 

 

 

 

Time Speaker Title Topic 

9:00 a.m. - 9:10 a.m. Mr. Curt Coccodrilli State Director, USDA 

Rural Development 

Welcome 

9:10 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.  Mr. Gary Groves State Director, USDA 

Farm Service Agency  

Welcome 

9:15 a.m. - 9:20 a.m. Ms. Denise Coleman State Conservationist, 

USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service  

Welcome 

9:20 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Rep. Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson U.S. House of 

Representatives, 15th 

Congressional District 

Welcome 

9:30 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. Rep. Fred Keller U.S. House of 

Representatives, 12th 

Congressional District 

Welcome 

9:40 a.m. - 10:05 a.m. Dr. Steven Loerch Senior Associate Dean, 

College of Ag Sciences 

Penn State 

Welcome 

Land Grant 

Institutions 

10:05 a.m. - 10:20 a.m. Ms. Jacqueline Davis-Slay Deputy Director, USDA 

Office of Partnerships and 

Public Engagement  

Overview of 

Day, Describing 

Local Prosperity 

Councils 

10:20 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. Break 

10:40 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. Ms. Rebecca Chisolm North America Manager, 

Cisco Networking 

Academy  

Panel 

Presentation 

10:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Ms. Kara Motosicky  Public Affairs Specialist, 

USDA Food Nutrition 

Service 

Panel 

Presentation 

11:00 a.m. - 11:10 a.m. Mr. King Whetstone Regional Director, USDA 

National Agricultural 

Statistics Service 

Panel 

Presentation 

1:10 a.m. - 11:20 a.m. Ms. Steve Bulger Regional Administrator, 

Small Business 

Administration  

Panel 

Presentation  

11:20 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Mr. Thomas Rossomando National Advocate 

Manufacturing and 

Technology, Small 

Business Administration 

Office of Advocacy 

Panel 

Presentation 

  

 

 



 

 

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Mr. Jeff Gatano Area Director, USDA 

Rural Development 

Facilitated 

Discussion, 

Q&A 

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Lunch on your own 

1:30 p.m. - 1:40 p.m. Ms. JD Dunbar Director, RULE Program, 

Penn State 

Panel 

Presentation 

1:40 p.m. - 1:50 p.m. Ms. Marita Kelley Central Office Regional 

Director, PA Department 

of Community & 

Economic Development 

Panel 

Presentation 

1:50 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Dr. Stephan Goetz Professor of Agriculture 

and Regional Economics, 

Penn State Extension  

Panel 

Presentation 

2:00 p.m. - 2:10 p.m. Pastor Peter Logan Leader, Fountain of Life 

Ministries Inc.  

Panel 

Presentation 

 

2:10 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. 

Dr. Weston Kensinger Director, Douglas W. 

Pollock Center for 

Addiction Outreach and 

Research, Penn State 

 

 

Panel 

Presentation  

2:20 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Ms. Kim Rickard Community Network 

Specialist, Wayne County, 

Wayne Tomorrow!  

Community 

Challenges 

2:30 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. Ms. Keri Miller Supervisor, Gregg 

Township  

Community 

Challenges 

2:40 p.m. - 2:50 p.m. Ms. Lisa Kovalick Community Development 

Specialist, Clearfield 

County 

Community 

Challenges 

2:50 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Mr. Ken Dinitz Director of Development, 

PA Humanities Council 

Community 

Challenges 

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Mr. Jeff Gatano Area Director, USDA 

Rural Development  

Facilitated 

Discussion, 

Q&A 

3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Mr. Riley Pagett Chief of Staff, USDA 

Office of Partnerships and 

Public Engagement 

Next Steps to 

Making Local 

Prosperity 

Councils a 

Reality  

4:00 p.m. Adjourn 

 


