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National e-Commerce Extension Initiative 
2013/14 Competitive Grants Program 

Request for Proposals 
 

Building Quality e-Commerce Educational Resources 
to Support Extension Programming 

 

 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
The Mississippi State University Extension Center for Technology Outreach, in partnership with 
NIFA/USDA and the Southern Rural Development (SRDC), is pleased to announce a new round 
of funding for its e-commerce competitive grants program. The intent of this program is to 
support the development or expansion of innovative e-commerce educational programs 
targeting small businesses and rural communities. This document is designed to provide 
specific guidelines for individuals wishing to submit a proposal for funding. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Mississippi State University Extension Service Center for Technology Outreach, in 
partnership with the SRDC, is providing leadership to the National e-Commerce Extension 
Initiative funded by the U.S. Congress through the National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
(NIFA). The central goal of this national effort is to introduce, strengthen and expand the 
delivery of Extension-based, e-commerce educational outreach programs relevant to the needs 
of small businesses and communities in rural America. The National e-Commerce Extension 
Initiative is intended to respond to the increasingly important role that small businesses and 
entrepreneurs are playing in shaping the economic vitality of rural areas. E-Commerce 
represents one important strategy that rural businesses can consider as they seek to expand 
their reach to broader markets, and/or improve the efficiency of their operations through the use 
of appropriate e-business activities. The initiative is also intended to expand the capacity of rural 
communities to provide citizens with easier access to local information and services. 
Approximately 4-5 grants are expected to be awarded as part of the 2013/14 competitive grants 
program. 

 
AVAILABLE FUNDS: 
The amount of money available is $60,000, with the intention of awarding funds of $15,000 in 
each of the 4 regions (North Central, Northeast, Southern, Western) previously identified by the 
National e-Commerce Extension Initiative Advisory Board. 

 
Please Note: All products developed by grantees will be copyrighted for use to support 
the educational mission of the National e-Commerce Extension Initiative.  Therefore, they 
must be in a format that can be downloaded or shared electronically. 

 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
Land-Grant University Faculty/Educators (1862, 1890 or 1994) located anywhere in the U.S. 

 
Note: Non-land-grant entities can partner with a state land-grant university in applying for these 
e-commerce grant funds. However, grants must be awarded to a land-grant institution that can, 
in turn, subcontract a portion of the grant to a non-land-grant entity. 
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APPLICATION GUIDELINES: 
Please use a 12-point and a single-spaced format for the text, with double spacing between 
paragraphs. The total length of the proposal should not exceed eight single-spaced, 12-point 
font pages (including budget information). However, the length limitation does not include the 
abbreviated CV of the Project Leader(s) and key partners.  All proposals must be organized in 
the following manner: 

 
I. Title of the Proposal 

 
II. Project Leader(s) and Partner(s)/Collaborator(s): List the name, job title and institutional 
affiliation of each team member/collaborator. Provide the telephone number, fax number, 
mailing address and e-mail address of the Project Leader(s). 

 
III. Project Description: This represents the most critical part of the proposal. All proposals 
should include the following sections: 

 
Statement of Need - Provide an overview of the need that exists for the proposed 
educational program. Offer evidence of the importance and value of investing funds in 
this type of e-commerce project. 

 
Target Audience - Identify the target audience(s) of the e-commerce program and 
indicate the approaches that will be used for delivering the educational 
program/resources to this audience (i.e., webinars, online learning modules, face-to-face 
training, social media, etc.). 

 
Project Goals and Objectives:  List the specific goals and/or objectives of the proposed 
program. 

 
Program Content - Provide a detailed description of the content of the proposed 
program. This could include a list and description of educational modules, PowerPoint 
presentations, worksheets, instructor’s guides, websites, webinars, etc. that will be 
produced as part of the grant. 

 
IV. Projected Timeline:  Outline the timeline for completion of the proposed project.  Project 
must be completed by June 30, 2014. 

 
V. Budget and Budget Narrative:  List the proposed budget expenditures and prepare a budget 
justification statement for all budget categories included in the request. Please note that no 
indirect costs are allowed nor can computer hardware be purchased with these grant funds. 

 
VI. Expected Outcomes and Evaluation:  List expected outcomes of the proposed program. 
Outline the evaluation plan that will measure the outcomes and the impact of the e-commerce 
educational program/resources on the targeted audience. 

 
VII. Curriculum Vita: Include an abbreviated (3-page maximum) CV of the Project Leader(s) and 
each key partner. 
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[Note: The total length of this proposal should not exceed eight single-spaced, 12-point font 
pages (including budget information). However, the length limitation does not include the 
abbreviated CV of the Project Leader(s) and partner(s).] 

 
PROJECT DURATION: 
All awardees will have 6 months to complete the proposed project. Projects will begin on 
January 1, 2014, and will terminate on June 30, 2014. “No Cost Extension” on funded projects 
is not guaranteed so it is critical that projects be completed on time. 

 
REVIEW PROCESS: 
An outside committee of university faculty will be involved in reviewing all grant proposals. All 
proposals will be judged using the following criteria: 

 
• The overall merit and relevance of the proposed project (40 percent). 
• The potential contribution of the project in strengthening the adoption and implementation of 

e-commerce by small businesses and/or rural communities (40 percent). 
• The qualifications of the individual or team who will provide leadership to this Extension 

effort (20 percent). 
 
SUBMISSION OF COMPLETED PROPOSALS: 
Submission deadline is December 1, 2013 
Submit a PDF version of the proposal electronically to Roseanne Scammahorn at 
roseanne@ext.msstate.edu.  Request acknowledgement of receipt when submitted. 

 
[Note: Be sure to include the necessary cover sheets from Project Leader’s university 
sponsored programs office or other appropriate entity where official award letters should be 
sent.] 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For questions about the National e-Commerce Extension Initiative competitive grants program, 
please contact Roseanne Scammahorn at roseanne@ext.msstate.edu. 
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