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USDA Accepts Applications to Fund Alternative Energy and Energy Efficiency Projects 

November 2 Deadline for Energy Projects Under $20,000 

Agriculture Under Secretary Lisa Mensah is encouraging rural small businesses to apply for loans and grants to 
support renewable energy and energy efficiency projects. 

“Helping rural small businesses save money on energy costs strengthens their bottom line and helps the U.S. 
become more energy independent,” Mensah said last week. “It also reduces our country’s carbon footprint, 
which leads to a cleaner environment and a more secure energy future.” 

USDA is accepting Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) applications for: 1) loans and grants for 
renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvements, and 2) grants for energy audits and renewable 
energy development assistance. 

Eligible agricultural producers and rural small businesses may use REAP funds to purchase and install 
renewable energy systems and make energy efficiency improvements. Eligible renewable energy systems 
include energy from wind, solar, renewable biomass (including anaerobic digesters), small hydro-electric, 
geothermal, or hydrogen derived from these renewable resources. Energy audits and renewable energy 
development assistance grants are available to state, tribal, or local governments; institutions of higher 
education; rural electric cooperatives and public power entities. The REAP grants can pay up to 25% of the total 
project cost.  

REAP applications are accepted continuously, and the next funding deadline for grants of $20,000 and less is 
Nov. 2, 2015. To learn more visit the USDA website at www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-
america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency or contact Mark Williams, Energy Coordinator 
for USDA Rural Development Nevada, at (775) 887-1222, Ext. 116. 
 
USDA, through its Rural Development mission area, has an active portfolio of more than $210 billion in loans 
and loan guarantees. These programs are designed to improve the economic stability of rural communities, 
businesses, residents, farmers and ranchers and improve the quality of life in rural America. 

# 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter 

containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at 

program.intake@usda.gov. 
 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

