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Regional Rural Development Centers
Economic DEvElopmEnt

Building New Economic Opportunities
Increasing economic development success is more 
likely to be realized when rural counties work in 
partnership to assess, chart, and implement an action 
plan that builds on their regional comparative 
economic strengths and advantages. 

The RRDC’s Stronger Economies Together (SET) 
Initiative does this by delivering 30-plus hours of 
face-to-face training, and statistical data and technical 
assistance in partnership with USDA Rural Development 
and Cooperative Extension. Currently underway in 22 
multi-county rural regions located in eight states. SET 
is expanding to 42 more regions and 20-plus states 
over the next two years (2011 and 2012).  

Providing Entrepreneurs with On-Demand 
Information and Education
About one in five persons in today’s rural labor force 
is self-employed and the numbers are continuing 
to increase. Thanks to the efforts of the Regional 
Rural Development Centers and a team of Extension 
specialists from around the country, entrepreneurs and 
local leaders have entrepreneurship-related information 
available 24/7 at: extension.org/entrepreneurship. 
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Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development
Economic DEvElopmEnt
Job Creation through Regional Food Systems Development
The opportunities to better link local farmers and consumers in urban areas can 
produce a win-win situation, but the logistical challenges are staggering. The 
Center’s “Enhancing Food Security in the Northeast” project seeks to improve 
inner-city diets and expand employment opportunities by more closely linking 
regional food production, distribution and consumption.

Focusing Local Development Efforts on High Impact Sectors
The Center’s Targeting Regional Economic Development book offers a science-
based and data-driven national educational program that helps communities and 
regions identify specific industries and economic opportunities of especially high 
local potential. The techniques have been used in states across the nation to 
enhance local economic development and job creation activities, and complement 
the Center’s longstanding support of business retention and expansion.

Community Benefits of Entrepreneurship
Communities and regions must increasingly look to local entrepreneurs and the 
self-employed as engines of economic growth. Our research shows community 
leaders and small business development agency personnel the broad economic 
impact and growing importance of local businesses and entrepreneurs.

Creating Your Own Job
Increasing self-employment  across the nation is a potentially vital strategy for 
combating persistent high jobless rates, and science-based information is needed 
to identify the most effective policy levers for accomplishing this goal. Our on-going 
research and outreach are critical in identifying these levers and in educating local 
and regional community leaders about their relative effectiveness.

Stephan Goetz
Director



Economic War Between the States: Who is Using the Big Guns?
The Center’s publication, Industrial development policies in the 
upper Midwest inventories state economic development programs 
aimed at increasing large-scale investment. 

Bringing Downtown Back to Life
A healthy downtown area is vital to an area’s ability to maintain 
population. The Center helped create new materials to identify areas 
of potential growth in local businesses.

Re-engineering the Local Economy 
Many rural communities in the Upper Midwest are in long-term 
decline. The Center-supported sustainable communities curriculum 
helps leaders learn how to reverse the decline by reducing costs, 
repositioning themselves economically, and engaging the residents.  

Job Creators
The Center is supporting evaluation and comparison of 
community-based entrepreneurship programs such as Hometown 
Competitiveness, Creating Entrepreneurial Communities, 
Entrepreneurship Investigation, and Energizing Entrepreneurs. 

Economic Development Resources On-Demand
Hosting webinars on economic development topics. You can access 
these 24/7 at: ncrcrd.org.

North Central Regional Center for Rural Development
Economic dEvElopmEnt
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Strengthening Broadband Adoption and Application in Rural America
Research shows that broadband access will not result in a significant 
uptake in broadband adoption without a complementary focus on education 
and technical assistance. The SRDC’s National E-Commerce Extension 
Initiative is serving as the educational backbone to promote the effective 
use of e-commerce strategies by small business, entrepreneurs, farmers/
farm managers, retailers, artisans, and communities across the nation. The 
website (srdc.msstate.edu/ecommerce/) provides ready access to a variety 
of broadband/e-commerce educational products that can be tailored to 
meet the needs of a wide array of business enterprises.

Turning the Tide on Poverty
In response to the persistent nature of poverty in the U.S. South, the SRDC 
has launched an innovative program titled Turning the Tide on Poverty. 
Tide involves a wide range of community members working together to find 
“place-based” solutions to poverty. Beginning with a five-week “Community 
Circles process,” community members engage in thoughtful discussion and 
exploration of poverty in their community and work together to implement a 
community action plan.

Helping Aspiring Home-Based and Micro-Businesses Owners
Launching a business is no small feat. In fact, becoming a successful 
entrepreneur requires nearly equal parts of ambition and know-how. That’s 
where the Cashing in on Business Opportunities curriculum comes in. 
Cashing encompasses a series of 20 modules that offers entrepreneurs the 
technical knowledge and skills needed to manage a home-based or micro 
business. 

Southern Rural Development Center
Economic dEvElopmEnt
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Western Rural Development Center
Economic dEvElopmEnt

Don Albrecht
Director

Building Communities’ Ability to Attract and Retain Businesses
Community Business Matching Model (CBM) is a program that considers 
community assets and goals and systematically compares these with the needs 
of various types of businesses. This comparison then allows communities to 
more efficiently target new businesses as well as retain and expand existing 
businesses. CBM has been successfully applied in Anaconda and Deer Lodge, 
Montana; Bullhead City, Fort Mohave Valley and Golden Valley, Arizona; and 
Laughlin, Nevada.

Increasing E-Commerce in the Rural West
Rural entrepreneurs want to expand their businesses by seizing the 
opportunities of the Internet but few have the skills to make the transition.
Providing technical assistance and training to rural business owners, 
E-Commerce Training Western Style, is a two-day, hands-on workshop. 
Participants learn how to create their online presence; the technical how-to’s of 
E-Commerce, and online marketing strategies. 

Renewable Energy Development
The Consortium for Renewable Energy in the West (CREW) brings together 
researchers and Extension professionals from western land-grant universities to 
share knowledge and develop better approaches to advance renewable energy 
industries.

Regional Data for Informed Decision-Making
Having access to accurate and timely information is vital for high-quality 
decision-making. The WRDC provides detailed and easily accessible 
demographic and economic data on states and counties in the West all easily 
accessible at: wrdc.usu.edu/htm/rural_resources/population



Visit us on the Web at: 
rrdc.info

The Regional Rural Development Centers (RRDC) are regionally focused centers competitively funded by the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) to strengthen the capacity 
of local citizens to guide the future of their rural communities. Each Center links the research and extension capacity of 
regional land-grant universities with local decision-makers to address a wide range of rural development issues. 

Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The RRDC does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability or veteran status.
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Development
Stephan Goetz, Director
sgoetz@psu.edu
nercrd.psu.edu

North Central Regional Center for Rural 
Development
Scott Loveridge, Director
loverid2@anr.msu.edu
ncrcrd.org

Southern Rural Development Center
Bo Beaulieu, Director
ljb@srdc.msstate.edu
srdc.msstate.edu

Western Rural Development Center
Don Albrecht, Director
don.albrecht@usu.edu
wrdc.usu.edu

For information on other RRDC initiatives -- leadership 
development, regional collaboration, food security and local 
food systems, community-based disaster management 
education, youth development, and technology adoption 
-- check out each Center’s website.




