
are persistent 
poverty counties.

Persistently poor counties are counties that have had 20% or more of 
their populations living in poverty over the past 30 years.

Of the 506 counties 
involved with SET,

26.1%
   There are currently 353 persistently poor counties   
  in the nation.  Over one-third of all persistent 
poverty counties are engaged in SET.

37.4%

SET reaches

Persistent Poverty 
Counties in the U.S.

What role did SET play in helping the region move forward?

“Enormous!
The SET process facilitated the region 
coming together around achievable, 
universally-accepted goals.” 

“SET continues to play a role by bringing regions together to share 
achievements and challenges so that we can learn from other 
areas around the country who are facing similar problems.”

$754,752,195 The amount SET Regions have 
already leveraged.

- SET Participant

For every $1 invested in SET 
programming, regions are 
leveraging $191 in support of 
implementation.

As delineated by the USDA Economic Research Service$

$194

132
132 353

47 98
out of

Regions are newly 
formed to 
participate in SET

SET Regions Engage a 
Broad Range of Partners

Business & Industry

Econ. Development

Education

Financial Insitutions

Government

Health

Faith-Based Orgs.
Nonprofit Orgs.
Local Citizens



Northern Neck Virginia Region

South-Central North Carolina Greenfields

SET Success Stories

   Western Oklahoma 1-40 Corridor

     Western Nevada 

The Western Oklahoma I-40 Corridor capitalized on existing 
economic advantages by converting an abandoned military 
airstrip to a new hub for Unmanned Air Vehicle research and 
development.  Additionally, by exploring new technologies, the 
region’s canola industry has seen a $7.2 million income increase 
for local producers.  Likewise a new childcare facility and a 
Commercial Driver’s License facility have both been added to 
the region to support workforce needs. 

Recognizing the agriculture industry as a core of its economy, the Green 
Fields Initiative has helped establish the Sandhills Farm School, a seven 
month course engaging up to 30 students per month designed to educate 
existing and new farmers on business strategies, agriculture production, 
and marketing best practices. Additionally, Sandhills is supporting the 
development of a new certification program at the Sandhills Community 
College focused on local food system development.  Work is underway to 
support alternative funding for certification graduates.

The Western Nevada Development District has experienced a number 
of key accomplishments.  To assist agribusiness, the region has 
developed a regulatory roadmap to help producers and buyers 
navigate the various regulatory requirements for production and sale 
of food products.  The region is also working with the Nevada 
Department of Transportation to plan for the development of the 
USA Parkway which will connect the region to the Reno-Tahoe 
Industrial Center.  Energy conservation efforts engaged youth in 
development of short videos to promote alternative energy use in 
the region.  And tourism gained a boost through the development of 
a standardized visitor survey to allow consistency in gathering data 

The Northern Neck Virginia Region used SET to build out broadband 
access throughout the region, providing much needed infrastructure.  
Workforce skills are being strengthened through the development of 
two new programs in partnership with the Rappahannock Community 
College.  Tourism is getting a boost through a regional branding 
initiative, making use of new signage, social media, and other 
marketing materials.  A newly established business enterprise center 
provides business scholarships and training for small business owners 
and entrepreneurs.

on tourism in the region. 


