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Turning the Tide on Poverty Completes First Year  

This first year has flown by!  Citizens in eight pilot 
sites have invested time, talent and energy to 
thoughtfully design plan to address poverty in 
their communities.  Six sites, spanning Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Oklahoma, are 
actively engaged in meaningful community action.  
Two other sites, one in Georgia and one in 
Louisiana, are working together to think through 
potential directions and priorities.   

With our national partners, the Farm Foundation, 
the Kettering Foundation, and Everyday 
Democracy, this initial project has succeeded in 
launching 30 study circles with more than 250 
participants working to develop and implement 
local solutions to key poverty and related issues. 

The initial successes from these sessions, 
supported by nearly 100 trained volunteers, 
have sparked growing interest in the Turning the 
Tide manual and the study circle process as a 
vehicle for addressing other challenging 
community issues such as failing schools, 
violence in communities, and other factors 
associated with poverty.  

A sampling of the accomplishments in these 
pilot sites is included in this newsletter.   More 
detailed news and reports associated with this 
exciting pilot effort are available on our website.  

http://srdc.msstate.edu/tide 

 

 Taking on New Challenges in 
Alabama:  A Different Kind of “Win” 

Turning the Tide on Poverty was just the 
beginning of citizen involvement in Dallas 
County, Alabama.  While this initial process 
resulted in three key Action Teams, the 
community has gone one step further by 
adopting the process and adapting it to 
another community concern.   

Concerned by a recent string of violent deaths 
in the community of Selma, the City Council 
has stepped forward to find citizen-driven 
solutions.  Hearing of the success of the 
Turning the Tide on Poverty initiative, the 
Council invited Callie Nelson, County 
Extension Director and Turning the Tide 
community coach, to share with them on how 
the Study Circle process works.  Convinced 
that this approach has promise for real 
solutions, the Council is working with Nelson to 
hold study circle session in each of the city’s 
eight wards this fall.  Additionally, Nelson will 
be leading an abbreviated session for youth at 
the city’s annual youth conference. 
 
 
 

Youth Take the Lead in Louisiana  

Youth in Tensas Parish took the lead in 
participating in the Turning the Tide on Poverty 
initiative for their community.  These young 
people, mostly juniors and seniors in high 
school, understand the importance of taking 
personal responsibility for their community’s 
future.   
 
Launching quickly into action, the participants 
worked with organizers of an existing career 
fair to enhance community involvement.  In the 
past, the fair drew only high school students, 
missing the opportunity to share with parents 
and other community adults.  Thus, the Action 
Team set as its first goal to improve parental 
participation in this first year.  The results?  
Parental involvement rose from a mere three 
parents last year to over 30 this year.  Plans 
are already in place to expand even further for 
next year’s event.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

About Turning the Tide on Poverty 

Turning the Tide on Poverty gathers a 
wide range of community members to 
seek a place-based solution to local 
poverty. Beginning with a five-week 
Study Circles process, community 
members work toward a community 
action plan that encompasses local 
talents and concerns.  

http://srdc.msstate.edu/tide 

Bringing Parents and Schools Together:  New Ties, New Opportunities  

Turning the Tide on Poverty in Meridian, 
Mississippi means turning the tide on 
education also, as the Education Action 
Team mobilizes to increase parental 
involvement in schools.  Working with the 
local housing authority, this team took their 
message to parents.  And parents 
responded.  Ready to help make a 
difference, parents came out willingly to 
explore together ways to enhance 
connections to the schools their children 
attend.   

 

At the request of these parent groups, 
principals from each of the city’s schools 
will be rotating to the different parent 
groups to explore ways to enhance family 
connections to the important work of the 
schools.   

This unique approach of bringing the 
school to the parents responds to the very 
real challenges low income families face in 
trying to get to the schools.  Without money 
for transportation or childcare, many of 
these struggling parents have limited 
opportunity to visit their children’s schools.  

 The idea of the community-based 
meetings came from the parents 
themselves, and principals have responded 
very positively to the request. 

We look forward to sharing progress that 
these new partnerships bring to the schools 
as these strengthened ties result in 
improved education opportunities for these 
newly involved families. 

 

Community Gardens Plant Seeds of 
Hope in Union, Mississippi 

When money is tight, the most pressing 
concern often becomes, “How will I feed 
my family?”  Yet, for eight families in 
Union, Mississippi, that load just got 
lighter.  Thanks to a generous anonymous 
donation, the Community  Food & Garden 
Action Team was able to purchase and 
place raised bed gardens in the hands of 
these families in need.  Volunteers worked 
with the families to set the gardens in 
place and teach valuable skills on how to 
make the most of the opportunity.   
 
In addition to the gardens, the Action 
Team has established a community food 
pantry that has already been able to meet 
the needs of a number of families in the 
community.  Because of their dedication, 
many in Union are not going to bed hungry 
tonight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Union residents Sara Tharpe, Harry Moore, and Jack Nelson 

assemble a frame for a 4’ x 8’ raised garden bed. 


