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Mississippi Tide Teams Receive Customer Outreach Award  

Neshoba and Lauderdale County, 
Mississippi teams were honored jointly at 
the Mississippi State University Extension 
Service annual awards banquet this past 
November.  The two county team received 
the Customer Outreach Team Award for 
service to the community.  This particular 
award goes to teams that have made a 
significant effort to reach out to the 
community and engage its citizens.  
Competition for the award is high!  
Congratulations, team!   
 
The award went to all of those involved 
within the two counties.   
 
 

Pictured here are representatives from both 
counties.  Joe Street (Interim Extension 
Director) is seen handing the award to Susan 
Cosgrove.  Next to her are Karen Benson, Patty 

Swearingen, and Mike Reed. 

Small Community Sees Big Impacts   

Clearview, Oklahoma, is a community of 
about 50 residents.  One of their immediate 
initiatives following the Action Forum was to 
start a community garden with the goal of 
raising fresh vegetables to share with families 
in need.  Throughout the summer months, 
about 100 people were fed from the fruits of 
this work.  During the community’s recent First 
Annual Hometown Pride Day (also a result of 
the Community Circles work), former 
community members donated two blocks to 
the gardening effort so that the project can be 
expanded in the next growing season.  
Additionally, a former resident purchased an 
old church building with plans for a museum 
and possibly a bed and breakfast in the 
community, offering new hope for economic 
growth.  This is a great example of how 
starting with small success can lead to big 
impacts! 
 
 
 
 

Community Pride:  It All Starts Here  
 
Selmont, Alabama, located in Dallas County 
is facing one of its challenges head-on.  Like 
many small communities, the residents 
decided that taking pride in their community 
was the first step to working together on other 
concerns.   
 
In only a short time, the community has 
already held three community-wide clean-up 
events, investigated best practices in other 
communities in the state, and set in motion a 
litter education program targeting elementary 
aged children. 
 
Building on these successes the Action Team, 
meeting monthly, has plans to recruit street 
and block captains to take the initiative down 
to the neighborhood level to encourage even 
greater participation. 
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Community 

Pride

 



 

 

About Turning the Tide on Poverty 

Turning the Tide on Poverty gathers a 
wide range of community members to 
seek a place-based solution to local 
poverty. Beginning with a five-week 
Study Circles process, community 
members work toward a community 
action plan that encompasses local 

talents and concerns.  

http://srdc.msstate.edu/tide 

Partners:   

Turning the Tide on Poverty Launches in New States  

 In early fall 2010, states within the southern 
region were invited to apply for training 
scholarships to join the three day Turning 
the Tide on Poverty workshop intended to 
expand the process to new states.  As a 
result, seven new states are joining the 
Tide Team.  Each state team was invited to 
send three individuals to learn about the 
process and train to serve as community 
coaches, research coordinators, and 
assistants throughout the initiative.  Each 
team selected a community from within its 
state that is rural and has a 20% or greater 
individual poverty level to target for the 
project.  Having their communities 

identified, teams were encouraged to bring 

a county-based participant to the training, 
where possible.  Many brought a local 
county Extension agent as part of the team 
– truly a plus. 
 
During the three day event, teams 
experienced firsthand the content of the 
Turning the Tide on Poverty guide, 
strengthened skills as facilitators, explored 
the research tools that will be used to 
gauge community and individual impact, 
and examined the role of race relations 
within the context of poverty.    Jon 

Abercrombie, from Everyday Democracy, 
was on hand to guide part of the training.  
His years of experience added tremendous 
depth to the training. 
 
The seven new states along with the 
county or counties that will be involved are 
Arkansas - Jefferson County/Pine Bluff, 
Florida - Collier County & Madison County, 
Kentucky - Fulton County & Hickman 
County, North Carolina - Hertford County, 
Tennessee - Lake County, Obion County, 
& Weakley County, Virginia - Greensville 
County, and West Virginia - Fayette 
County. 
 

“Share and Serve” a Big Success  
 

Union, Mississippi, another small community 
involved in the first Tide project, has been very 
industrious.  Their initial project was to establish a 
food pantry using donated space in a local church 
building to house the project.  Placement of this 
pantry was crucial since the town is located over 
an hour’s drive from its food network service 
center. Many that could use the extra food 
resources could not afford to drive to the center.  
By placing a pantry within the community’s 
borders, many more families can now get the food 
assistance they need.  Further expanding their 
reach, the community hosted its first “Share and 
Serve” event in which food and clothing were 
distributed to families in need.  From this first 
quarterly one-day event, over 31 families 
encompassing nearly 100 individuals are warmer 
and better fed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New State Tide Teams take a break from training to pose 

for a group picture.  Welcome! 


