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Items of Interest 
 
SERA-47 Hosts 2021 Local & Regional Foods Annual Meeting  

The Southern Extension and Research Activity 47 (SERA-47) Local & Regional Foods annual 
meeting will be held December 13-15, 2021. This meeting allows Extension and research 
colleagues in the Southern region to come and share the great work they are doing related 
to local foods and to explore how it might be expanded throughout the region. The goal 
is to foster networking in an effort to strengthen research and outreach collaboration 
across the region. 

  
Building upon previous goals, three objectives for the renewed efforts were identified: 
  

1. Increase interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary collaborations and networking 
efforts among Extension and research food system professionals across the 
region. 

2. Identify current and emerging issues specific to food system development in 
the Southern region. 

3. Assess local food system policy, opportunities for expansion, environmental 
change, and economic development issues, make policy recommendations, 
and develop best practices for communities across the region. 
 

To register for the virtual annual meeting, CLICK HERE 
 

Coming Together for Racial Understanding Receives National Award 
Coming Together for Racial Understanding received the 2021 National Diversity in 
Extension Award at the annual Food and Agriculture Excellence Awards, hosted by the 
Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities on November 9, 2021. The award, 
sponsored by USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture and Cooperative Extension, 
recognizes significant contributions and accomplishments in achieving and sustaining 
diversity and pluralism.  
 
The Coming Together for Racial Understanding Team, coordinated by the Southern Rural 
Development Center at Mississippi State University, has been shaped by Extension 
specialists and administrators from 22 Land-Grant Universities from 17 states, and other 
national representatives. The team developed a process to train Extension professionals 
to help facilitate community dialogues across the country around issues of race. To date, 
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Webinars: 
 
You Are Invited to Join the 
NACDEP Land Use Planning 
Community of Practice (Cop) 
to Learn About Extension's 
Contributions to Address the 
National Housing Issue 
Virtual Housing Forum: 
December 15, 2021 
REGISTER HERE 
 
 

https://msudafvm.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CC8A4VWvqxnjAW
http://srdc.msstate.edu/civildialogue/index.html
http://srdc.msstate.edu/civildialogue/Coming-Together-for-Racial-Understanding-2021-Review-Video.mp4
http://srdc.msstate.edu/civildialogue/Coming-Together-for-Racial-Understanding-2021-Review-Video.mp4
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ie7xujcv1zz08uw/APLU%20Awards%202021%20Fnl.pdf?dl=0
https://aplu.org/
https://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/food-environment-and-renewable-resources/board-on-agriculture-assembly/cooperative-extension-section/ecop-members/ecop-documents/2021_diversity_award.pdf
http://srdc.msstate.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/southernruraldevelopmentcenter/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/so_dev_center?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNKv8O5_Pd7PhvXCghtevzg
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1H38PO86Dw6OmHGOodmxU1kDZlJIxa904phaIBZRLao_rnzWKlx749FOjClwDa6XxoUfCj22DNPIpjO4RBDJVhntwITAbbrdKAdBjAN2Wnm_LobHoOER7gOtGzaOk4HiJCjibJTfdsvAKp-xKx8vmVdlToHql00cxdZRmxKb0JA_cAO0i91uiUX4mrOJaofxf7B6sIKPjReiDkytqbbD-chGL8bH5SRoTqfwc_Z9Ois2Vmiw4rmc10HJZki9ilOEQynsHiyqMnxfOcv6fnaOholRXWhvx91uzYKroKeb3Zjd2ZIFNGphtH-UdaYB3knyw/https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2ys5py2k__%3B%21%21JYXjzlvb%21xayqQ5ZUZzmOowcNOGFdGgrHfIs62Z1YcvFt4la8JkgAi_Z65eynxcBfG02X2wGC07I%24
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29 states have sent teams to a national train-the-trainer workshop to help launch efforts within their own states.  
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL PRESS RELEASE 

 

New Book Released:  Investing in Rural Prosperity 
How can rural communities create lasting economic prosperity for all? 

Across the country, many vulnerable rural communities were still striving to 
fully recover from the Great Recession when the COVID-19 pandemic struck. 
The pandemic– and the steep economic downturn caused by the measures 
implemented to limit its spread– hit many vulnerable rural communities 
particularly hard: from low-wage meatpacking workers in the Midwest to 
Native communities in the Southwest, and from Black Americans in the 
Southeast to immigrant farmworkers in the West. 

Recognizing the precarious situation many of these communities faced 
before the pandemic, and the tough work they have ahead of them in 
recovery, the Federal Reserve Board of Governors and the Federal Reserve 
Bank of St. Louis are jointly publishing Investing in Rural Prosperity, which 
details a framework for advancing shared economic prosperity in rural 
communities across the United States. 

Nearly 80 authors across the United States and abroad contributed chapters 
to the book, and represent financial institutions, nonprofits, philanthropies, academia, and government agencies. The 
chapters touch on a wide range of topics, including entrepreneurship support, workforce development, energy 
efficient manufactured housing, and digital inclusion. The book delves into the challenges of our past and the promise 
of our future. Ultimately, Investing in Rural Prosperity is a call to action, so we can realize that promise – together. 

To download your free electronic copy and/or to request that a physical copy be mailed to you, as well as to access 
the other content we have released alongside the book  CLICK HERE.  

 

 

Regional Spotlight 
 
Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program launches the Family Heirs’ 
Property Resolution and Transformation Program 
 
Situation/Need: Florida Family Heirs’ Property (FHP) owners expressed dismay at the lack of educational and technical 
assistance available to help them clear title to their property. In response to the vacuum in FHP resource support 
services, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program through Dr. Sandra Thompson, a former FHP owner, 
launched the FAMU Family Heirs Property Resolution Initiative (FFHPRI), renamed Family Heirs’ Property Resolution 
and Transformation Program (FHPRTP). FHP as a real-world problem is fueled by social, economic, and environmental 
injustice (Wimberley and Morris, 2003). Thus, transformational and servant leadership Critical Race Theory, and 

http://srdc.msstate.edu/newsletters/ats/2021ExtensionAwards_final-srdc.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1onlLY8lt77X8ve8GTvZmSxAlC-GPoDGLBFzPzJfW8nx5FhX9QHfPubzDYmQgahTocHz6V3kTwLf6g8O6eVRkky3lPJBueqG-uuu7t1lt2boE5y8npdoefLMbEr0oCvbRDBju4yg0dZuYrHGmLwhgyNM0Mez2LwrULukYb6IK1lsGdJI_B6p0dEPqayk0J0n9HN59G1o_1MMSg4cpSIqb9I_2_Svl8Mxrqlt36vbjavMGJXvJhe8PKogAPJoi77BerC_aIRefoA5cj71FWRXAKHbVQoqxR10iIXF6t0KXaPAl31z_D6RF7NLQRQlUR9HY/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalreserve.gov%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1xa7H38NPAyWimMKScUWd7ThP3ojcog3nk4me_yDII2U2ecRFThYcmc4EXtg-njJ3W4hmbjRZZ51kXF2bxKgDSTrrZVgDLdpGWX-uuLr2LhdFZId-N9yuvuoIoV_usgV4_QOuXC7JnvHHYnP_Ex7fHzaVC0_ibzto5EhoRmagKfzfnruvkk3ZqMnkJLF8wChkRnquI7TYZ-J4BPf9W6KlVncJQSAr5yFbVYwsmKOlLg4r4XJm0ezLhTX6U5DW7dIBQR2Mo4QiPZrC6C_5OStSyx16wfgiavTJ6chI7wl0GZsCbr0PEIZF-blSDzNwNOX8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stlouisfed.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1xa7H38NPAyWimMKScUWd7ThP3ojcog3nk4me_yDII2U2ecRFThYcmc4EXtg-njJ3W4hmbjRZZ51kXF2bxKgDSTrrZVgDLdpGWX-uuLr2LhdFZId-N9yuvuoIoV_usgV4_QOuXC7JnvHHYnP_Ex7fHzaVC0_ibzto5EhoRmagKfzfnruvkk3ZqMnkJLF8wChkRnquI7TYZ-J4BPf9W6KlVncJQSAr5yFbVYwsmKOlLg4r4XJm0ezLhTX6U5DW7dIBQR2Mo4QiPZrC6C_5OStSyx16wfgiavTJ6chI7wl0GZsCbr0PEIZF-blSDzNwNOX8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stlouisfed.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Sqdr--8JTcVRJ4EosRIjssfrvEmRcw9I2Yb3rFONhjdkcg6fSTrvxymMLeBkW2Uj8iw1kRR7ULWndJ6ndzv-EdFrFg-cRtwNHSGK6caRcPttDAQcJcRm8XPYwtBIt349WkSDDe8Jen289uy_MHLuKyNqTczxZ18_jrvUecCD9IGrOkOXbV-y-IblQAooSyqaXjeCU6aXdcKZDf1P5aaG1WXWm_1UB87Gc88lP7-s18UPYCuvTR30wpATmb6dMrXMxVlloX4da4GyhkVwHRjqbRA_aR0hvlaOQQQCXCdCX-k30xBTmInoisYRnY-zvNuB/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stlouisfed.org%2Fcommunity-development%2Fpublications%2Finvest-in-rural
https://www.stlouisfed.org/community-development/publications/invest-in-rural
http://cafs.famu.edu/departments-and-centers/cooperative-extension/index.php
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Marginalization of Education are the foundational lenses undergirding the program. branding, resources, and content 
cannot be modified. 
 
Community Outreach/Engagement: In 2018, the FAMU FHPRTP began providing FHP Workshops and Family 
Consultations. On April 20, 2019, FAMU FHPRTP hosted an FHP townhall, which led to passage of Uniform Partitions 
of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA) in Florida. The townhall was publicized through media outlets, diverse stakeholders, 
churches, and word of mouth. The program consisted of light breakfast, FHP overview, panel with a Q/A session, 
deliberative dialogue group discussions (small groups organized around the counties where participants own FHP, 
followed by one large group to integrate group findings and outcomes), and a resource packet. The resource packet 
included: USDA FHP fact sheet, FHP Title Clearing Navigational Tool, family tree development resource, and Uniform 
Partitions Heirs Property Act information. As an addition, the participants took part in a pre and post evaluation 
instrument on the day of the event. 
 
Community Decision Making Through Deliberative Dialogue: Effective deliberative dialogue ensures that 
deliberating participants have access to research-based information from experts, including participant researchers 
.FHP townhall panelist represented FHP advocates (e g., past and present FHP owners, and community groups), 
educators and researchers, trained professionals with subject matter expertise (e.g., legal, estate planning, county 
growth management-permitting, affordable housing, and real estate), and non-traditional stakeholders 
(conservationists). ○ Flowing from the panel discussion, a large group and several small group deliberative dialogue 
discussions occurred, consisting of FHP owners and professionals from various stakeholder disciplines. The prevailing 
consensus from the small and large group discussions was that FHP is a complex issue, requiring remedy on multiple 
fronts.  
 
CLICK HERE TO READ FULL ARTICLE 
 
 

Employee Highlight: Director of the VALOR Program at Virginia Tech 
Dr. Megan Seibel 
 

Dr. Megan Seibel is the inaugural director of the VALOR (Virginia Agriculture Leaders 
Obtaining Results) Program at Virginia Tech, which is dedicated to fostering leadership and 
capacity building for Virginia’s largest private industries.  As an Extension Specialist, Dr. 
Seibel offers experiential program content around leadership best practices in education, 
workplace, and grassroots organizational settings and leads training content around 

facilitation and strategic planning. She promotes stakeholder development and advocacy as outcomes of decision-
making and problem-solving leadership around complex issues. Most recently, she partnered with colleagues in 
Virginia, Maine, Vermont, and New Hampshire Cooperative Extension Systems to develop and deliver the Building 
Your Virtual Facilitation Skills five-session course. 
 

Dr. Seibel is the Associate Director for the Center for Cooperative Problem Solving (CCPS) at Virginia Tech and an 
Associate Fellow of the Occupational Research Centre in the U.K. Dr. Seibel utilizes the KAI with coaching of 
educational supervisors, practitioners, community leaders, and student organizations to enhance effectiveness in 
program and service delivery. Between October 2016 and January 2018, Dr. Seibel took administrative leave from the 
university to serve as Deputy Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry in Governor McAuliffe’s administration, where she 

https://www.usda.gov/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:ac29c4ce-fa81-4c4d-922f-cbf9659becc8
https://www.valor.alce.vt.edu/
https://www.valor.alce.vt.edu/
https://vt.edu/
https://www.alce.vt.edu/signature-programs/problem-solving.html
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oversaw industry studies and development of proposed policy for the secretariat, while supporting food and 
health related initiatives.  She is a graduate of the Virginia Executive Institute at Virginia Commonwealth University. 
 

Dr. Megan Seibel’s background and expertise in healthcare, career and technical education, and outreach educational 
programming invigorate her passion for community development and considering complex issues that incorporate all 
three of these paradigms. A co-author on numerous publications related to leadership and community programs, Dr. 
Seibel uses scholarship to bring ideas to life through practical application. Megan received her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from James Madison University, her Master of Science in Career and Technical Education from Virginia Tech, 
and her Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural and Extension Education from Virginia Tech. 

 

Grant Postings 

Interdisciplinary Network on Rural Population Health and Aging Pilot Grant—Invitation  
Deadline: December 10, 2021 
The Southern Rural Development Center is partnering with the National Institute on Aging (NIA)-funded 
Interdisciplinary Network on Rural Population Health and Aging (INRPHA) to invite investigators to submit proposals 
for pilot research that addresses key thematic priority areas (detailed below) related to U.S. rural population health 
and aging trends and disparities. 
LEARN MORE 
 
 

 

Economic Development Administration American Rescue Plan Program 
Deadline varies based on program 
The American Rescue Plan funding is to assist communities nationwide in their efforts to build back better by 
accelerating the economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic and building local economies that will be resilient 
to future economic shocks. EDA is proud to make this funding available through a series of six innovative challenges. 
LEARN MORE 

 

Job Postings 

Assistant Dean and Professor, Agriculture & Natural Resources and Community Economic 
Development 
Open until filled 
The Assistant Dean is responsible to the Dean of the University of Tennessee Extension. 
 

https://pmg.vcu.edu/professional-development/vei/
https://www.jmu.edu/index.shtml
https://vt.edu/
https://sites.psu.edu/inrpha/files/2021/09/INRPHA-RFP_Year-3-Pilots_FINAL.pdf
https://eda.gov/arpa/
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 Responsibilities include: 
•Providing leadership and direction to the agriculture, natural resources and community economic development 
agents, specialists, and programs. 
•Working closely with department heads, specialists, and regional agriculture program leaders in the overall program 
planning, etc. 

Information about programs and personnel of UT Extension is available HERE  

 

Assistant Research Scientist / Rural Social Scientist 
Open until filled 
The position supports the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FR-SAN) grant. The purpose of FR-SAN is to 
establish a network to connects individuals engaged in farming, ranching, and other agriculture-related occupations 
to stress assistance programs. Establishing a network to assists farmers and ranchers in times of stress can offer a 
conduit to improving behavioral health awareness, literacy, and outcomes for agricultural producers, workers, and 
their families. The USDA/NIFA established four regional centers across the US. This position will serve in the Southern 
FR-SAN Region. The regional center is headed by the University of Tennessee. 
LEARN MORE 

Conferences, Workshops, Trainings 
 

The 79th Professional Agricultural Workers Conference 
Virtual: December 5-7, 2021 
Due to the generosity of our sponsors, PAWC is pleased to offer waived registration fees for the first 300 participants, 
deadline for registration is November 30, 2021. Please click on the link below to register for our virtual experience. 
REGISTER HERE 

 
You Are Invited to Join the NACDEP Land Use Planning Community of Practice (Cop) to 
Learn About Extension's Contributions to Address the National Housing Issue 
Virtual Housing Forum: December 15, 2021 
Join the NACDEP Land Use Planning Community of Practice (CoP) to learn about Extension's contributions to address 
the national housing issue. The webinar will be on December 15th, 12:00-1:30 pm EST. Learn from a panel of Extension 
guest speakers about implemented programs and impacts. Participants will be engaged in breakouts to discuss the 
complexities of housing in their community and how it relates to their Extension programs and work.  
 
REGISTER HERE 

 

 

 

http://utextension.tennessee.edu/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:18074bb2-f9bc-430b-8237-501b333a66cc
https://form.typeform.com/to/JmhtlE14?typeform-source=pawc.info
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1H38PO86Dw6OmHGOodmxU1kDZlJIxa904phaIBZRLao_rnzWKlx749FOjClwDa6XxoUfCj22DNPIpjO4RBDJVhntwITAbbrdKAdBjAN2Wnm_LobHoOER7gOtGzaOk4HiJCjibJTfdsvAKp-xKx8vmVdlToHql00cxdZRmxKb0JA_cAO0i91uiUX4mrOJaofxf7B6sIKPjReiDkytqbbD-chGL8bH5SRoTqfwc_Z9Ois2Vmiw4rmc10HJZki9ilOEQynsHiyqMnxfOcv6fnaOholRXWhvx91uzYKroKeb3Zjd2ZIFNGphtH-UdaYB3knyw/https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2ys5py2k__%3B%21%21JYXjzlvb%21xayqQ5ZUZzmOowcNOGFdGgrHfIs62Z1YcvFt4la8JkgAi_Z65eynxcBfG02X2wGC07I%24
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National Extension Energy and National Sustainability Joint Summits 
In-person: May 15-18, 2022 
The Summit is the best, single venue to learn about the latest in sustainability and energy research, share innovative 
Extension programs, update your program toolbox, and cultivate new communities of practice. 

REGISTER HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

This material is based upon work supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, 
conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

view of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

https://www.nationalextensionsummits.com/
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