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Message from the Director: Southern Rural Development Center

On behalf of the Southern Rural Development Center (SRDC), | am writing to wish you a
happy holiday season. Across diverse cultural and faith traditions, this is an important time
of year for family, friends, and community. We come together — in-person, via cards and
telephone calls, and even virtually — to reflect, celebrate, and welcome in a new vyear.
Although this has been another challenging year in terms of risks to health, environment,
and social relations, by drawing on the best features of our common humanity and
benefitting from the multitude of our different talents, there is much to be thankful for as
we close out 2021 and usher in 2022.

Working with numerous organizational partners, the SRDC is both humbled and pleased
to have been involved in so many important initiatives focused on building capacity and
improving the quality of life in rural communities. In anticipation of 2022, we are not only
reflecting on the past year, but rather the past fifty years. The SRDC and other three
Regional Rural Development Centers (RRDCs) will be celebrating our fiftieth anniversary
as a movement for multi-state and multi-institutional collaboration. Working to build
bridges across what often divides, we can do even better in the next fifty years. So, in this
holiday season, please consider what is possible when we work together in the spirit of
mutual uplift for the wellbeing of everyone.

Sincerely,
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CRED Webinar: Using the
Community Capitals Framework
to Measure Program Impacts
Tuesday, January 25, 2022

3 PM ET/2 PM CT/1 PM MT

/12 PMPT

REGISTER HERE


http://srdc.msstate.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/southernruraldevelopmentcenter/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/so_dev_center?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNKv8O5_Pd7PhvXCghtevzg
https://msstateextension.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpceyrqzwrHdOWFSnOtl60az9j3Vup37i3

Dr. John J. Green

New Book Released: Investing in Rural Prosperity

How can rural communities create lasting economic prosperity for all?

Across the country, many vulnerable rural communities were still striving to fully
recover from the Great Recession when the COVID-19 pandemic struck. The
pandemic— and the steep economic downturn caused by the measures
implemented to limit its spread— hit many vulnerable rural communities
particularly hard: from low-wage meatpacking workers in the Midwest to Native
communities in the Southwest, and from Black Americans in the Southeast to

immigrant farmworkers in the West.

Recognizing the precarious situation many of these communities faced before the
pandemic, and the tough work they have ahead of them in recovery, the Federal
Reserve Board of Governors and the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis are jointly
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INVESTING IN

Rural Prosperity

publishing Investing in _Rural Prosperity, which details a framework for

advancing shared economic prosperity in rural communities across the United States.

Nearly 80 authors across the United States and abroad contributed chapters to the book, and represent financial
institutions, nonprofits, philanthropies, academia, and government agencies. The chapters touch on a wide range of
topics, including entrepreneurship support, workforce development, energy efficient manufactured housing, and
digital inclusion. The book delves into the challenges of our past and the promise of our future. Ultimately, Investing
in Rural Prosperity is a call to action, so we can realize that promise —together. To download your free electronic copy
and/or to request that a physical copy be mailed to you, as well as to access the other content we have released

alongside the book, CLick HERE

Regional Spotlight
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Local Government Training Highlights
Role of County Jails on Budgets, Programs

On any given day, 10,000 people are locked up in
county jails in Arkansas. But what does that have to do
with county government?

A lot more than most people realize. Arkansas counties
allocate over 30% of their annual budgets toward public
safety, namely the county jail. Sheriff budgets affect
property and sales tax rates, and revenues that remain
for other important county services.

Wayne Miller, an economist in the Community,
Professional and Economic Development Center at the
University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture,
teamed up with Kristin Higgins in the Public Policy



https://secure-web.cisco.com/1onlLY8lt77X8ve8GTvZmSxAlC-GPoDGLBFzPzJfW8nx5FhX9QHfPubzDYmQgahTocHz6V3kTwLf6g8O6eVRkky3lPJBueqG-uuu7t1lt2boE5y8npdoefLMbEr0oCvbRDBju4yg0dZuYrHGmLwhgyNM0Mez2LwrULukYb6IK1lsGdJI_B6p0dEPqayk0J0n9HN59G1o_1MMSg4cpSIqb9I_2_Svl8Mxrqlt36vbjavMGJXvJhe8PKogAPJoi77BerC_aIRefoA5cj71FWRXAKHbVQoqxR10iIXF6t0KXaPAl31z_D6RF7NLQRQlUR9HY/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalreserve.gov%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1onlLY8lt77X8ve8GTvZmSxAlC-GPoDGLBFzPzJfW8nx5FhX9QHfPubzDYmQgahTocHz6V3kTwLf6g8O6eVRkky3lPJBueqG-uuu7t1lt2boE5y8npdoefLMbEr0oCvbRDBju4yg0dZuYrHGmLwhgyNM0Mez2LwrULukYb6IK1lsGdJI_B6p0dEPqayk0J0n9HN59G1o_1MMSg4cpSIqb9I_2_Svl8Mxrqlt36vbjavMGJXvJhe8PKogAPJoi77BerC_aIRefoA5cj71FWRXAKHbVQoqxR10iIXF6t0KXaPAl31z_D6RF7NLQRQlUR9HY/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalreserve.gov%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1xa7H38NPAyWimMKScUWd7ThP3ojcog3nk4me_yDII2U2ecRFThYcmc4EXtg-njJ3W4hmbjRZZ51kXF2bxKgDSTrrZVgDLdpGWX-uuLr2LhdFZId-N9yuvuoIoV_usgV4_QOuXC7JnvHHYnP_Ex7fHzaVC0_ibzto5EhoRmagKfzfnruvkk3ZqMnkJLF8wChkRnquI7TYZ-J4BPf9W6KlVncJQSAr5yFbVYwsmKOlLg4r4XJm0ezLhTX6U5DW7dIBQR2Mo4QiPZrC6C_5OStSyx16wfgiavTJ6chI7wl0GZsCbr0PEIZF-blSDzNwNOX8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stlouisfed.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Sqdr--8JTcVRJ4EosRIjssfrvEmRcw9I2Yb3rFONhjdkcg6fSTrvxymMLeBkW2Uj8iw1kRR7ULWndJ6ndzv-EdFrFg-cRtwNHSGK6caRcPttDAQcJcRm8XPYwtBIt349WkSDDe8Jen289uy_MHLuKyNqTczxZ18_jrvUecCD9IGrOkOXbV-y-IblQAooSyqaXjeCU6aXdcKZDf1P5aaG1WXWm_1UB87Gc88lP7-s18UPYCuvTR30wpATmb6dMrXMxVlloX4da4GyhkVwHRjqbRA_aR0hvlaOQQQCXCdCX-k30xBTmInoisYRnY-zvNuB/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stlouisfed.org%2Fcommunity-development%2Fpublications%2Finvest-in-rural
https://www.stlouisfed.org/community-development/publications/invest-in-rural
https://uada.edu/
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Center to highlight the role of jails in local government in a recent seminar for county agents.

Agents learned about how growing incarceration rates affected county budgets, as well as how their educational
programs involving nutrition, finance, workforce development, and horticulture could be adapted for jail-based re-
entry efforts.

“In my view, you have a special opportunity to really engage with that sheriff and that county judge, and say, ‘Here
are some resources, here are some opportunities, here are some things we can do to be a strong partner,” Sterling
Penix, the director of Arkansas’ Criminal Detention Facilities Review Committee, told agents.

The 2021 Local Government Inservice specifically included one-hour seminars on:
e Responsibilities of County Governments.
e Developing Effective Working Relationships with County Officials.
o Effect of the Covid-19 Pandemic & Other Critical Issues Facing County Governments
e Inside/Out — County Jails as Community Development Partners
e Developing Local Ballot Issue Fact Sheets.

CLICK HERE TO READ FULL ARTICLE

Grant Postings

Economic Development Administration American Rescue Plan Program

Deadline varies based on program

The American Rescue Plan funding is to assist communities nationwide in their efforts to build back better by
accelerating the economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic and building local economies that will be resilient
to future economic shocks. EDA is proud to make this funding available through a series of six innovative challenges.

LEARN MORE

Job Postings

Assistant Dean and Professor, Agriculture & Natural Resources and Community Economic

Development, University of Tennessee Extension
Open until filled
The Assistant Dean is responsible to the Dean of the University of Tennessee Extension.

Responsibilities include:

eProviding leadership and direction to the agriculture, natural resources and community economic development
agents, specialists, and programs.

e\Working closely with department heads, specialists, and regional agriculture program leaders in the overall program
planning, etc.

Information about programs and personnel of UT Extension is available HERE
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https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:27568403-0bb4-456a-b4fd-a436cba1cc2c
https://eda.gov/arpa/
http://utextension.tennessee.edu/
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Assistant Research Scientist / Rural Social Scientist, University of Georgia

Open until filled

The position supports the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FR-SAN) grant. The purpose of FR-SAN is to
establish a network to connects individuals engaged in farming, ranching, and other agriculture-related occupations
to stress assistance programs. Establishing a network to assists farmers and ranchers in times of stress can offer a
conduit to improving behavioral health awareness, literacy, and outcomes for agricultural producers, workers, and
their families. The USDA/NIFA established four regional centers across the US. This position will serve in the Southern
FR-SAN Region. The regional center is headed by the University of Tennessee. Click here to apply

LEARN MORE

Conferences, Workshops, Trainings

Business Retention & Expansion (BRE) Online Course

Online: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 - Tuesday, March 22, 2022

Deadline to register is by noon on January 14, 2022

UMN Extension is hosting our online BRE course. Here is more information on our BRE courses. We hope to offer a
face-to-face course next fall.

Whether you need to develop new skills, brush up on existing skills, or be inspired, you will find it in the course. The
course helps you prepare a new or updated BRE plan and it allows you to think through the right approach for your
context. We feature two classic approaches to BRE in the course:

e  The community-led, volunteer-intensive approach
e The staff-driven, continuous approach

REGISTER HERE

Community Resource and Economic Development National Indicators Working Group
(CRED) Webinar: Using the Community Capitals Framework to Measure Program
Impacts

Online: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 3 PM ET/2PM CT/1 PM MT/12 PM PT

The Community Capitals Framework (CCF) has been a widely used educational tool, and it also has enormous potential
to guide evaluation of community development work in Extension and beyond.

Presenters will highlight ways they have employed the CCF in documenting community-level impacts of Extension
programming and their ideas for using the CCF more broadly to document collective impacts of programming within

states and regions.

REGISTER HERE
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https://www.ugajobsearch.com/postings/226197)
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:18074bb2-f9bc-430b-8237-501b333a66cc
https://extension.umn.edu/event/business-retention-and-expansion-online-course
https://extension.umn.edu/courses-and-events/business-retention-and-expansion-course
https://learning.umn.edu/portal/events/reg/participantTypeSelection.do?method=load&entityId=31342292
https://msstateextension.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpceyrqzwrHdOWFSnOtl60az9j3Vup37i3
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National Extension Energy and National Sustainability Joint Summits

In-person: May 15-18, 2022

The Summit is the best, single venue to learn about the latest in sustainability and energy research, share innovative
Extension programs, update your program toolbox, and cultivate new communities of practice.

REGISTER HERE

This material is based upon work supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings,
conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the
view of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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https://www.nationalextensionsummits.com/
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