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This curriculum was made possible through funding by Walmart. The findings, conclusions, and recommendations presented in this curriculum 
are those of the Southern Rural Development Center and its project partners alone, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Walmart. 

This work is supported by 2022-51150-327212 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Institute of Food and Agriculture. 

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be construed 
to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government determination or policy. 
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CREATE BRIDGES 
 

EDITORS 
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 
Mariah Spiva, Communications Coordinator Intern, Southern Rural Development Center 
Carmen Kelly, Communications Coordinator, Southern Rural Development Center 
 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
Introduction: 
Primary Authors  
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 

Contributors and Reviewer 
Mercedes Fraser, Senior Extension Associate, the University of Kentucky, Community and 
Economic Development Initiative of Kentucky (CEDIK) 
 
Costs & Funding: 
Primary Authors  
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 

Contributors and Reviewer 
Sara Siems, Assistant Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University 
 
Selecting a Region: 
Primary Authors  
Sara Siems, Assistant Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University 

Contributors and Reviewer 
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 
 
Best Practices for Implementation & Sustainability: 
Primary Authors  
Becky L. Bowen, J.D., Project Manager, Community and Rural Development NC State Extension 
Mercedes Fraser, Senior Extension Associate, the University of Kentucky, Community and 
Economic Development Initiative of Kentucky (CEDIK) 

Contributors and Reviewer 
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 
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ORIENTATION 
Primary Authors  
Sara Siems, Assistant Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University 
Dr. Mike Woods, Professor Emeritus, Oklahoma State University 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Susan Odum, Community and Economic Development Specialist, University of Illinois, Extension 
 

RESOURCE LISTING 
Primary Authors  
Julianne Dunn, Instructor – Workforce Development, University of Arkansas Cooperative 
Extension Service 
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Becky L. Bowen, J.D., Project Manager, Community and Rural Development NC State Extension 
 

CREATE FORUM 
Primary Authors  
Julianne Dunn, Instructor – Workforce Development, University of Arkansas Cooperative 
Extension Service 
Sara Siems, Assistant Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University 
Susan Odum, Community and Economic Development Specialist, University of Illinois, Extension 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Dr. Zachary Kennedy, Extension State Specialist, Community and Economic Development 
Dr. Stacey McCullough, Assistant Vice President – Community, Professional & Economic 
Development, University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service 
Dr. Mike Woods, Professor Emeritus, Oklahoma State University 
 

BR&E 
Primary Authors  
Sara Siems, Assistant Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University 
Julianne Dunn, Instructor – Workforce Development, University of Arkansas Cooperative 
Extension Service 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Becky L. Bowen, J.D., Project Manager, Community and Rural Development NC State Extension 
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EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT 
Primary Authors  
Dr. J. Michael Patrick, Associate Professor and Community Resource & Economic Development 
Specialist, Cooperative Extension Service, New Mexico State University 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 
Sara Siems, Assistant Extension Specialist, Oklahoma State University 
 

CREATE ACADEMY 
Primary Authors  
Dr. Stacey McCullough, Assistant Vice President – Community, Professional & Economic 
Development, University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service 
Dr. Alison Davis, Profession of Agricultural Economics and Executive Director of the Community 
and Economic Development Initiative of Kentucky (CEDIK), University of Kentucky 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Dr. Zachary Kennedy, Extension State Specialist, Community and Economic Development 
Dr. Mike Woods, Professor Emeritus, Oklahoma State University 
 

STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT 
Primary Authors  
Mercedes Fraser, Senior Extension Associate, the University of Kentucky, Community and 
Economic Development Initiative of Kentucky (CEDIK) 

Contributors and Reviewers 
Becky L. Bowen, J.D., Project Manager, Community and Rural Development NC State Extension 
Grace Langford, Extension Associate, Southern Rural Development Center 
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